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Cambon then departed from London to Paris this same
Friday afternoon or evening, and did not return until late
Monday night, July 27.42 What his purpose was in going
thither, or what he did there, is not revealed by any of the
documents in the French Yellow Book. Perhaps it was
merely to give aid and counsel to Bienvenu-Martin, who
was inexperienced in foreign affairs and somewhat at
sea as to his bearings, with a storm gathering and the pilot
and captain of the French ship still absent somewhere in
the Baltic. The temporary withdrawal of Carnbon's strong
personality and influence on Sir Edward Grey seriously
worried the Russian Ambassador who wrote to Sazonov
on Sunday: "Unfortunately Cambon is away, and will not
return until Tuesday morning. I have asked that he be
begged to speed his return. I fear that Grey is not sure
of his public opinion, and he doubts if he will be supported,
if he engages himself any further." 43
On Friday afternoon, after his interview with Cambon,
and after a long and wearisome Cabinet on the Irish ques-
tion, Sir Edward Grey saw Prince Lichnowsky. After the
latter had given him the German wmmunique defending
Austria's action and urging a "localization" of the conflict,
Sir Edward Grey replied that if the ultimatum did not
lead to trouble between Austria and Russia, he "had no
concern with it." But he was apprehensive of the view
Russia might take. Referring to Lichnowsky's previously
 42	The next despatch from the Trench Embassy in London, reporting
Grey's Friday evening interview with Lichnowsky (F.YB,, 37), is signed,
not by Cambon, but by Fleuriau, the French Charge d'Affaires.  Fleuriau
continued to sign despatches (F.Y.B., 40, 63, 60, 68, 69, 71) for the next
three days, and on July 27 informed the British Foreign Office (BD,,
173):   "M. Cambon returns at 11 this evening."   His presence in Paris
is indicated in F.Y.B., 53, and B.D, 183.   In telling his story of the
tragic days before the War to M. Eecouly, Cambon says nothing of his
Paris visit, and does not begin his narrative until the events of July 31;
Eecouly, Les Heures Tragiques d'avant Guerre, ch. ii, "A Londres—Recit
de M. Paul Cambon."
 43	Benckendorff to Sazonov, July 26; L.N., II, 329,

